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REMARKS 

Applicants appreciate the indication of allowable subject matter in the present 
application. 

The amendments of the after-final response filed November 12, 2003 were not 
entered as indicated by the Advisory Action mailed December 2, 2003. Applicants hereby 
file this RCE to have the rejections reconsidered in view of the below remarks. 

Claims 31 , 33-34, 37-42, 54, 57, 60-62, 64, and 67-70 stand rejected under 35 USC 
102(e) for anticipation by U.S. Patent No. 5,239,260 to Widder et al 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection and urge allowance of the present 
application. 

Referring to claim 31 , it is stated on pages 2-3 of the Office Action that Widder 
discloses an engagement probe 20. It is further alleged that any one of the corner edges 
formed at the bottom portion of engagement probe 20 disclose the claimed apex and any 
line formed by the truncated pyramid shown at the far edges of contact 22 discloses the 
knife-edge line. Applicant disagrees. 

Applicants submit a copy of the dictionary definition of "knife-edge" as "a sharp 
narrow edge or margin like that of a knife," or "a narrow ridge." As set forth in col. 4, lines 
45-48 the structure 20 is in the shape of a pyramid . Further, it is disclosed in line col. 4, 
lines 45- 58 that reference 22 of the bottom of the pyramid 20 is a contact point 22 formed 
on the tip of pyramid 20. 

It is clear from the express teachings of Widder that structure 20 is a pyramid having 
a point to contact a pad. There is absolutely no teaching in Widder that the corner edges 
or any line of structure 20 may be fairly considered to teach or suggest a sharp narrow 
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edge or narrow ridge of the knife-edge line as claimed. Fig. 1 clearly illustrates the lower 
portions of structure 20 being formed by obtuse angles which in no fair interpretation 
disclose or suggest the claimed knife-edge line. Further, a contact point as clearly 
disclosed in Widder fails to disclose or suggest the claimed knife-edge line configured to 
removably engage a single conductive pad as claimed. Positively-recited limitations of 
claim 31 are not shown nor suggested and claim 31 is allowable for at least this reason. 

The Examiner's interpretation of Widder is contrary to the express and explicit 
teachings of the Widder reference. In the event that a rejection of the claims is maintained 
with respect to the prior art, or a new rejection made, Applicants respectfully request 
identification in a non-final action of elements which allegedly correspond to limitations 
of the claims in accordance with 37 C.F.R §1. 104(c)(2). In particular, 37 C.F.R 
§1 .1 04(c)(2) provides that the pertinence of each reference, if not apparent, must be clearly 
explained and each rejected claim specified. Further, 37 C.F.R. §1 .104(c)(2) states that 
the Examiner must cite the best references at their command. When a reference is 
complex or shows or describes inventions other than that claimed by Applicants, the 
particular teachings relied upon must be designated as nearly as practicable. The 
pertinence of each reference if not apparent must be clearly explained for each rejected 
claim specified. Applicants respectfully request clarification of the rejections with respect 
to specific references and specific references teachings therein pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§1 .104(c)(2) in a non-final Action if any claims are not found to be allowable. 

The claims which depend from independent claim 31 are in condition for allowance 
for the reasons discussed above with respect to the independent claim as well as for their 
own respective features which are neither shown nor suggested by the cited art. 
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For example, the Office Action on page 3 identifies the bottom portion of 32 as 
allegedly disclosing the claimed penetration stop plane of claim 33. Applicants disagree. 
It is clear in Widder the reference 22 comprises a contact point The Widder reference 
discloses vibration to establish the contact of the contact point 22 with pad 12, Widder 
fails to disclose or suggest limitations of claim 33 and claim 33 is allowable for this 
additional reason. 

Page 4 of the Action states that limitations of claim 34 are inherent. There is no 
penetration stop plane let alone the specifically claimed tip being spaced a distance from 
the penetration stop plane of about one-half the thickness of the conductive pad which the 
apparatus is adapted to engage. Fig. 1 clearly disclosed a much greater distance between 
point 22 and a surface 32 than the thickness of pad 12. The Examiner's reliance on 
inherency is misplaced. The Examiner is reminded that, "in relying upon the theory of 
inherency, the Examiner must provide a basis in fact and/or technical reasoning to 
reasonably support the determination that the allegedly inherent characteristics necessarilv 
flow from the teachings of the applied prior art." Ex parte Levy, 1 7 USPQ2d 1461 , 1464 
(Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1990). 

Widder fails to disclose or suggest any penetration stop plane teachings let alone 
the specific configuration of claim 34. The allegedly inherent characteristics do not 
necessarily flow from the teachings of Widder and the rejection of claim 34 is improper for 
this additional reason. 

Claim 68 recites the substrate comprising a semiconductor substrate and the 
engagement probe comprises semiconductor material of the semiconductor substrate. 
The reliance upon inherency as set forth on page 5 in support of the rejection of claim 68 
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is improper. Numerous other configurations of structure 20 comprising material other than 
semiconductor material of a semiconductor substrate are possible. Accordingly, the 
reliance upon inherency in support of the rejection of claim 68 is improper in view of the 
above authority. 

Referring to the rejection of independent claim 54, the prior art fails to disclose or 
suggest the probe having an outer surface comprising an apex in the form of at least one 
knife-edae line . The pyramidal structure 20 and contact point 22 fail to disclose or 
suggest the claimed knife-edge line. Claim 54 is allowable for at least this reason. 

The bottom portion of layer 32 of Widder also fails to disclose or suggest the 
positively-claimed penetration stop plane. Widder discloses contacting the pad using the 
contact point 22 and there are absolutely no teachings of record that the layer 32 
operates as a penetration stop plane. 

Numerous limitations of claim 54 are not shown nor suggested by the prior art. 
Applicant requests clarification of any rejection of claim 54 in a non-Final Action if such 
claim is not allowed. 

The claims which depend from independent claim 54 are in condition for allowance 
for the reasons discussed above with respect to the independent claim as well as for their 
own respective features which are neither shown nor suggested by the cited art. 

For example, claim 70 recites the engagement probe comprises semiconductor 
material formed from a semiconductor substrate. The reliance upon inherency as set forth 
on page 5 in support of the rejection of claim 70 is improper. Numerous other 
configurations of structure 20 comprising material other than semiconductor material of a 
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semiconductor substrate are possible. Accordingly, the reliance upon inherency in support 
of the rejection of claim 70 is improper in view of the above authority. 

Applicants hereby add new claims 73-74 which are supported at least at page 13, 
line 22 through page 14, line 13 of the originally-filed application. 

Applicants request allowance of all pending claims. 

The Examiner is requested to phone the undersigned if the Examiner believes such 
would facilitate prosecution of the present application. The undersigned is available for 
telephone consultation at any time during normal business hours (Pacific Time Zone). 



Respectfully submitted, 




Jam^ D. Shaurette 
Reg. No. 39,833 
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icnee buckle 



• die knee 



; a buckte used to fasten knee breeches at or just 



j^Jip*\'*.A " 1 • PATELLA 2 : a protective cover for the 
•s^'^iter n : a knee-shaped colter 

rtioKing N''.''^ "^-^ • OBSEQUIOUS, FAWNINO 

■**5!lv^red\ [ 'Acnee + -edj 1 : having a knee or knees <a 
BS«*f ,1 table> — often used in combination <a knobby 
Knv> 2 - having a bend or angle like that of the bent 
tnee * GENICULATE <steep gables) 
***^<io \'*:*\ C^*^ kne-depe, fr. Art*, knee + 

t^'^lTX deep — more at knee, deep] 1 : rising to the knees 
^lf „iCH (Janee-deep snow) 2 a : sunk to the knees <mcn 
* ^!^'J^o in water) b : deeply engaged or occupied : over- 
*^'**'^n Iknee-deep in turmoil) iknee-deep in war) 
•^V^Qj n • a special Salvation Army service at which most of 
■***,Sn7is spent on the knees m prayer 

Hrtio n : a fundamental trampoline stunt in which the 
•^ornwf drops :o his knees on the bed and then rebounds to a 

*^^5ter\x"'\ ■ restrain (a horse) by passing a line 
■*<v"*Jfl halter or bridle to the knee of a foreleg so as to 

J. -razing but prevent free or fast movement 
S^^^^h X'-l'V ' rising or reaching upward to the knees 
stockings) 
Diacltberry n 

^^Sple desK rt : a flat-topped desk having a kneehole with 



SAND BLACKBERRY 

an open space (as under a desk) for the 




kneehole desk 



-linking uers of drawers 

SrjSk n : an involuntary 

^ird jerk or kick in- 
by a light blow or 
rXjen strain upon the 
ZT^Ur tendon of the knee 
SaTcauscs a reflex con- 
dition of the quadriceps 

iSrloint i 1 : KNEE lad) 
S : TOGGLE JOi>rr 
Knee-iointed \''."\ adj 

l^' GENICULATE. KNEED 

S : having jointed knees <a 
ixjj icintfd doU^ 
qnieel \'nel, esp before pause or consonant -ealX v/ knelt 
vSi\ or Kneeled \'ne(3)ld\ knelt or loieeled; kneeling; 
Kneels [ME knelen^ fr. OE cneowlian; akin to MLG knelen, 
UD enielen: denominatives fr. the root of E 'Acnee] 1 : to bend 
tic knee : fall or rest on the knees iknelt to drink from the 
— sometimes used with down {kneeling down to pray) 
a rifleman a : to assume a position formerly used in 
e»:«nded-order infantry drill in which the individual while 
h^tf-faced to the right kneels on the right knee, rests the left 
forearm across the left thigh, and grasps a rifle in the position 
erf order arras with the right hand above the lower band h ; lo 
Mpport oneself on the knees while or for the purpose of firing 

• ""c , . 

qmeel \"\ n -s : an act or instance of kneeling 
taeel-er \'nel3(r)\ n -s [ME knelere, fr. knelen to kneel + 
.^rr -cr] 1 : one that kneels (as in worship) 2 : something 
CIS a cushion, stool, board) to kneel on 3 a : a stone cut to 
provide a change of direction in masonry b : a stone so cut as 
to sjpport and retain the coping of the slope of a gable 
Bee* let \'nelit\ n -s Vknee + ~let1 z a protective covering for 
tbe koee 

tkaeeUng n -s [ME kneling, fr. gerund of knelen to kneel — 
core at kneel] 1 : the act of one that kneels ; geni;flection 
1 : a place or space for kneeling (as in a church) 

tftiij^jiTip ofjj • suitable for use in kneeling <a cushion) 
: designed to be used while kneeling desks) 

tege t'ing'Iy adv : in or from a kneeling position 

Kztee mortar n : a light grenade discharger used by the Japanese 
toing World War 11 ^ 

Kaea of head : an arrangement of timbers outside the stem and 
bekrw the bowsprit that forms an overhanging bow in a 
wooden ship 

toeepld \'«,«\ /I ; a protective pad for the knee sometimes 
.^fftacbe d to a garment 

«**P*n \''.»\ n [ME knepanne, fr. kne knee + panne pan — 

oore at knee, pan ] 1 : patella 2 : a concavity at the distal 

«d of the femur of an insect 
■Bee plate « 1 ; a broad steel plate covering the thigh and 

^^ojcctmg on each side and used chiefly in body armor for 
2 : a plate for connecting a beam or girder to the frame 

« a ship 

ratter n ; a diagonal brace between a principal rafter and 
aa« beam 

^••roU II : a padded margin sometimes introduced on the 
»fepart of the start of an English saddle to keep a rider's leg 
»tJppmg forward 

roof rt : CURB ROOF 




' oi KNEE, pres 3d sing of KNEE 
*^^t\V^^ rt -s [knees (pi. of 'Acnee) + -/e] slang : an 
Of nirting or becoming friendly or intimate <played ~5 
»2«the table —Lane Foster) 

•iL ^'.'j"^ °i ^ : having the knees bent 

is^^j}^^ should normally be straight; esp : having the knees 
fcmVif ^ ^oo tar forward — compare buck knee 
S^'25.«„\ ".^N n : a kneelcr for a gable slope 

' strap n 1 : a strap to hold a shoe on a cobbler's knee 



strap or facing for a knee timber 
'rom 1 °/ ^ horse t having a poor ( 



fte 'rrt^i^ °} " ftorse : having a poor conformation in 

^^^^om legs wiih the anteroposterior diameter of the leg just 



1 : 



(j*«[cnec too narrow 

omDer n X l timber with natural knees or angles in it 



I '"uwr wim a Knee or angle m it 

icrrw mt'V' ^ "^"ee-shaped tool holder; usu : a turret-lathe or 
Uaeo»«^r,i!i"* holder that supports tools for simul- 

jj^^^-'^^ummg and internal-cutting operations 

ts M-^ t ^ for supporting roof rafters when the 

''"^em unH-, °^ -K forming a side wall (as of a second-story 
tBBtl.lia \? roof 
^r^Ty\^7^^ 1, cap [NL. fr. F. G. KneiJ/ tl832 Ger. 

of mJ? **?*anist + NL -/a] frt some classijica lions : a 
•^e»e> h,«; ''^^"can day-blooming herbs (family Ona- 
••vy and ofti?^ stamens of unequal length and a 4-angled 
****PP*iam v"-*"*^ Oenothera — compare sundrops 

*'**»PP cnro °i«P«am\ also kneipp's cure \'nIps-\ or 
l^'^JGer ^"cap K [Kneippism fr. Sebastian Kneipp 
' eurJ^^t^^ who developed it + E -ism: Kneipp's cure or 
f *^P-*url • t Kneipp, trans, of G Kneippsche kur or 

*^ ^alkijuT disease by forms of hydrotherapy 

VneU "a "horning dew) 

^*Qan: . -ED/-ing/-s [ME knillen, knelten, fr. OE 

**^^ioft"ui°w^"9 ^rknellen to resound 
■wy : 



' to ttriul w '"i? crKnetien to resound, toll, Mh 
c li TK^^Z^^K^^ /crtWto. and prob.toOEcnorfaki 
TOL L o . ^' ^ ' to ring (a bell) with stow sole 
nee or DrrCr\ • *H!"'"°'* ^' ^ : 



MHG 
•a knot 
solem- 

Z^^nce or Z-^^^- *"J"mon by or as if by a knell 3 : to 
^ hour^vr, or as if by a knell <the bell buoy 

^ toll at ^- Adams) ^ vi X a oj a bell : ring; 

2 a • to funeral, or disaster b : to sound a 

— Dyfan -^i/* 'orth a sound like a knell <the owl at its 
iR?? Of iniDort f'"^.^^ • to sound a warning or have a 
\"\ « I r^i^^'l omen 
L*.f *troke or fr. OE cnyll, fr. cnyllan, v.] 

1 ."^ death of °^ ^ ^'^^ tolled at a funeral or 

fcs^.^arnina of rt^'"**"* • ^ death signal or passing bell 
fa21»*">g <thie ^ • sound indicating the passing away of 
S^Jf^o) KNEEr^^*"" sounded the — of our hopes) 
liir*^-. kngmi}t^ \.nem6do'kap(.)tc2\ n, cap (NL. fr. Gk 

^^^N, Ham] . ^'^'^ If thinHnn^ mnr.. 



akin to Gk knSm? shtnbonc — more 

of itch TTii!'-: .'It v;.w. - 



1249 

'knez \k3*ncz\ pi knezes abo knezi [of Slav origin; akin to 
Serbo-Croatian <nez prince. Russ !inyaz\ OSlav kun^dzi, of 
Gmc origin: akin to OHG kuning 'ting — more at king] ; a 
Slavic prince or duke 

knib \'nib\ n -s [by alter.] : nib 6a, 6b 

kniCtli archaic rar oj KNIGHT 

knick \'nik\ n -s tJt/i/c/c point] : sxrx 6 

knjck*er \-k3''r \ n -s often attrib [short for knlckerbocker} 
1 knickers pi : knickerbockers 3 knickers pt : pants for 
women or girls: as a : bloomers with fullness gathered on a 
band at the knee b chiejly Brit : i;nder pants c : sport or 
leisure pants &i~ilar in design to knickerbockers 

knick. er. hock- er \R •nik3(r),baic3r. -R 'nika.bakaCrX n -s 
often attrib [after Died rich Knickerbocker, 
pretended author of History oJ York 
(1809). by Wiihington Irving tl 3 59 Am. 
author] 1 usu czp : a descendant o/ the old 
Dutch settlers of New York: broa^'h : new 
YORKER 2 a : loose-fitting k~ee-length 
pants gathered at the knee on a rand for 
sports and informal wear by men and boys 

— usu. used in <-^j for golfing) •! wearing 
a ~ suit) b : K NICKER 2c 3 : a wool and 
cotton clothing fabric resembling r«-eed and 
made from nubry yarns with flecks of color 

knick.er.bock.ered \-ak3(r)d\ adj : wear- 
ing knickerbockers 

knick'ered \'aik3(r)d\ adj : wearing 
knickers 

knick<knack \'nik.nak\ n [reduol. of 
knack'} 1 obs : 3 petty trick or artiifice 2 or niCk*nack or 
llic*nac : a small or trivial article (as of furniture or dress) 
intended rather for ornament than for use; esp I a small func- 
tionless souvenir 

knick' knack -atO-r? \-o,tore\ n -es tknickknack 4- -atory (as 
in conservatory >} archaic ; a repository or collection of 
knickknacks 

knick-knack.ery \-ak{a)re\ n -es : a knickknack or knick- 
knacks 

knick'knacky \-ake\ adj 1 : devoted to. characterized by, or 

concerned with knickknacks <a cluttered — room) <such a ~ 

taste) 2 : FiNK.xL, trifling, trklu. 
knickline \**,»\ /i : a line formed by the point or angle of a 

nick in a slope 'is of a hill) 
knickpoint \'mk,*\ n [part transl. of G knickpunkt, fr. 

knicken to bend -r punkt point] : a place in a stream bed where 

a nick occurs 

tknite \'nTf\ n. pi knives \-iv2\ [ME knif, fr. OE c/ii/, prob. 
fr. ON knifr: akin to MLG knif knife, MD cnijj, OE cnotta 
knot — more at knot] 1 a : a simple instrument used for 
cutting consisting of a sharp-edged usu. steel blade provided 
with a handle b : a weapon consisting of or resembling a 
knife C : a culinary utensil consisting of a knife usu. with 
blade of silver or steel and a handle of metal, ceramic, bone, or 

Eearl <dinner kr.ivesy <dainty fruit CFtiv«> d ; a sharp cutting 
lade or tool in a machine (as a ^and saw. a wood-planing 
machine, or a inowtng machine) c : any of various instru- 
ments used in surgery primarily to sever tissues whether having 
the form of a conventional knife or scalpel or cutting by other 
means (as electric or radio- frequency currents) ; also I surgery 

— used with the (finally decided to submit to the — ) <was 
under the for several hours) 3 : mltmblety-peg 3 : the 
shape of an envelope flap as produced by the knife on the 
cutting machine <the size, ~, and watermark of a stamped 
envelope) 

^knile \**\ vb -cd/-ing/-s vt 1 : to osc a knife on: as a : to 
stab, slash, or wound with a knife 1) ; to prune with a knife 
2 a : to cut or mark with a knife: as (1) : to shape or cut out 
(as shoe uppers^ with a knife (2) : to trim (as shoe soles) with a 
knife b : to spread (as paint) with a knife 3 ; to try to defeat 
by underhand means (as a i>olitical candidate of one's own 
party) ; to work secretly against {one justified in expecting 
support) ; UNDCRMiNE <aiding today those he knows will — 
him tomorrow) 4 a : to move like a knife in <bird5 knifing 
the autumn sky> t> : to impart an action like that of a knife to 
<,knijed his haixl against his opponent's neck) vi : to 
progress or cut a way with or as if with the blade of a knife <the 
cruiser knifed through heavy seas) (a hot sun knifing down 
through the haje> (^knifed rapidly along the bone) 

knife and fork n 1 Brit : one that eau : trencherman <a good 
kni^e and Jork> 2 a knives and forks pi (I) : paired and 
solitary cones of the common club moss (Lycopodium ctava- 
tum) (2) : a club moss that bears knives and forks b : a key 
fruit of the sycamore maple — usu. used in pi. 

knife bar n : cltter bar 

knife bayonet t : a bayonet with considerable breadth of blade 

and a handle that enables it to be used as a knife, dagger, or 

entrenching tool 
knifelMard \*s,*\n l:a board oo which knives are cleaned 

or polished 2 Brit ; a scat on the roof of an old-fashioned 

omnibus 

knife box also knife case : a receptacle for knives and other 
table cutlery: as a : an often oma:e wooden contaiijer with 
sloping top used esp. during the ISth century in pairs for the 
storage of knives and spoons b : an open usu. handled tray or 
rack for the storage of table cutlery 

knife-boy \'».»\ n, Brit : an under«rvant occupied primarily 
with the care of knives and general odd jobs about a large 

^houschold-T^ 

•knife-edge A ■•.•\ « : a sharp narrow edge or margin like that 
of a knife: as a : a sharp wedge of necl or other hard material 
used as a fulcruni or axis of motion for a lever arm or beam in a 
machine or instrjment of precision - as a scale, testing machine, 
pendulum) to minimize friction b ; a narrow ridge (as of rock, 
ice. or sand) c : girdle d 

knife— edged \''.'\ adj : having an edge like a knife; usu : ex- 
tremely sharp or precise iknije-edjed pleats) <a knife-edged 
wit) 

knife file n : a tapered file with a triangular cross section 
suggesting that of a knife blade 

talife fisb n : any of several fishes sometimes kept In the trop- 
ical aquarium: esp : a smalt brownish green fish (Gymnotus 
carapo) from So. America related to the electric eel but lacking 
electric organs 

knife>lul \*nlf.f jl\ n. pi knives*fal or knife*fuls \-Tvz.fal, 
-if,rolz\ : the quantity a knife will bold or convey 

knife grinder n 1 : one that grinds knives: as a : an itinerant 
tradesman who sharpens knives or other edged tools b : a 
device (as a grindstone or emery wfaecl) used for grinding or 
sharpening knifes or other edged toob 2 : a European 
nightjar {Caprimulgus europaeus) 

knife-bandle \**,"\ n : razor clam 
knife hook n, obs : sickle la 

knife key n : a compass key having a knife at one end 

knife lanyard 1 : lanyard 3a 

knif e*less X'nL'l^X ad) : lacking a knife 

knifelike \'«,'\ adj : resembling or suggesting a knife: 

a : having a sharp edge or rid^e <a ^ ridge ofland) <a narrow 
profile) b : keen and incisive C)cy — reasoning) c ; sharp 

and penetrating : piercing pain3> <a ^ cold) 
knife^man X'oLfmsnV n. pi knifemen : a man that uses or 

works on or works with knives (aj a knife fighter or a knife 

grinder) 

knife money .1 : ancient Chinese bronze money having the 

shape of knives 
knife pleat n : ore of a series of narrow sharply pressed pleats 

all turned in one direction 
knif<er \'nTrai*r \ n -s : one that knifes; esp ; a person who 

stabs or slashes another with a knL'e 
knife rest n 1 : cheval-de-frise 2 : a support on which a 

carving knife i^y be rested on the oining table when not in 

use 

knif>er<man \'="f3(r)m3n\ n, pi knilermen : a slaughter- 
house worker » r.o wvcrs hog hcacj and lets them hang by a 




knife switch 




knight 2a 



knight of c lumbus 

knif e switch n : an electric switch in which contact is made by 

pushing one or more flat 

metal blades between the 

jaws of spring clips 
knife tool n : a tool suggestive 

of a knife: as a : a knife* 

shaped graver b : a small | 

wheel used in seal engraving 

for cutting fine lines 
knife am n : an urn-shaped 

knife box popular in the late 

18th and early 19th centuries 
knifeway \'«.-\ n : a long 

tapering usu. hardened straight bar (as a V bar) 
kmf.iin system \'nifin-\ n, usu cap K [after Wm. Knijjin^ 

19th cent. Am. horticulturist] : a system or method of training 

grapevines whereby a trunk is carried to the upper of two 

braced supporting wires along which the annually renewed 

fruiting canes are tied and from which the bearing branches 

arc allowed to hang down 
knifing pres part of KNIFE 

1 knight \'nlt, usu -Td- + V\ n -s [ME, boy. youth, knight, fr. 
OE cniht. cneoht boy, youth, military fol- 
lower; akin to OS & OHG kneht boy. youth, 
miliury follower. OE cnotta knot — more at 
KNOT] 1 a (I) : a mounted man-at-arms of 
the European feudal period serving a king or 
other superior usu. in return for a tenure of 
land; esp : a man ceremonially inducted by a 
feudal superior into special military rank 
commonly immediately below that of baron 
usu. available only after completing regular 
periods of service as page and squire — com- 
pare DUB vt la (2) : a man upon whom a 
corresponding dignity has been conferred by 
a sovereign in recognition of personal merit 
(3) : a member of an order of knighthood or 
of chivalry <a Knight of the Garter) (4) ; a 
member of a social or fraternal order ^Knights 
of Labor); abo t a member of such an order 
holding a particular degree or rank that is 
officially so designated <members. acolytes, and ~* of the 
Inner Tabernacle) b (1) : a person of ancient history or 
mythology of a rank equivalent to that of knight — often used 
to translate Latin mites (2) ; eques C : KNIGHT of the Shirg 
d ; a man who devotes himself to a lady as her attendant or 
champion e : a man associated in his personal or professional 
character with something specified (as an implement, tool, 
place, material) — often used in trade or craft nicknames 
<those petty rascals often called --^s of the bridewell) <a ~ of 
the quill earning a pittance by his writings) 2 a : a chess piece 
that may cross occupied sq^uares and that has an L-shaped 
move of three squares of which two are in a horizontal or ver- 
tical row and one is perpendicular to the row b : a face card 
ranking between the queen and the jack in many European 
packs of playing cards 3 : a small bitt with sheaves through 
which the running rigging of a ship is passed 

^knight \**\ vt -ED/-ING/-S [ME knighten, fr. knight, n.] : to 
make a knight of ! induct into the state or an order of knight- 
hood : DUB 

knigbt*age \-id-ij\ n -s 1 : knights;or a body of knights <the 
king and all his '>-'> 2 t a register and account of knights <the 
several — s and peerages that register men of nobility and note) 
3 : knighthood <hardy service may win a commoner — > . 

knight bachelor n. pi knights liachelors also knigbts 
bachelor : a knight belonging to the most ancient but the 
lowest order of English knights and not a member of an order 
of chivalry — see knight banneret 

knight banneret n. pi knights tiannerets also knigbts 
banneret [ME] ; a knight of an ancient English order of 
knighthood that was commonly conferred as a reward for 
valor on the field of battle and ihat entitled the holder to bear a 
banner rather than the pennon of a knight bachelor 
knight baronet n, pi knights baronets ; baronet 
knight commander n. pi knights commanders : a member of 
the second class in an honorary order (as the Order of the 
Bath) with more than one class of membership ranking below a 
knight grand cross and above a companion 

kni^t-companion X'f-'-'-N n. p/ knights-companions also 
krugbt-companions : a knight belonging to an order of 
knighthood having only one class <the Order of the Garter 
. . . consists of the sovereign and twenty-five knights-com- 
panions — Valentine Heywood) 

knight-errant \'-'"\ n. pi knights-errant [ME knight 
errauntl z a wandering knight; esp I one traveling at random in 
search of adventures in which to exhibit military skill, prow- 
ess, and generosity • 

knight-errantry \*-'«— \ n. pi knight-errantries 1 a : the 
character or actions of a knight-errant : the practice of wander- 
ing in quest of adventures b : quixotic conduct : a quixotic 
or romantic adventure or scheme 2 : knights-errant 

knigllt*ess \'nld*te\ n -es 1 obs : a woman filling the role 
of a knight either as a fighter or as a member of an order 
of chivalric import : female knight 2 : the wife of a knight 

knlght'fnl'ly X'nItfaleX adv : in the manner of a knight 
: bravely, chivalrously 

knight grand commander n. pi knights grand commanders 
: a member of an honorary order (as the Star of India) that 
admits other than Christians to membership corrcspondmg in 
rank to a knight grand cross 

knight grand cross n. pi knights grand cross : a member of 
the highest class in an honorary order (as the Bath) with more 
than one class of membership — see knight commander 

knighthead \'«.»\ n [so called fr. its having been carved to 
represent knights] 1 : one of two timbers rising in the bows of 
a wooden ship just within the stem with one on each side of the 
bowsprit — called also bollard timber 2 : a triangular bulk- 
head just abaft the cutwater with a hole through which the 
bowsprit of a ship passes 

knight 'hood \ 'nit. had \ n [ME knighthod. fr. knight -h -hod 
-hood] 1 ; the rank, dignity, condition, profession, or voca- 
tion of a knight or of knights as a class <won a for his devo- 
tion to civic reform) < — was at one time both a social obliga- 
tion and a symbol of maturity) 2 : the character of a knight 
: qualities befitting a knight or knights as a class : knight- 
liness. CHrvALRV 3 a : knights as a class <the early ~ held a 
place distinct from the great lords on the one hand and the 
working peasantry on the other) b : a body of knights <the 
legendary — of King Arthur) 

knighthood-errant \'*,***«\ n : knights-ebrant 

knight hospitaler n, pi knights hospitalers usu cap K&H 

*. HOSPrtALER 

knight*ia \'md-ea\ n, cap [NL. fr. Thomas A. Knight tl838 
Eng. plant physiologist -(- NL -ui] ! a small genus of Aus- 
tralasian trees or shrubs (family Proteaceae) with alternate 
leathery leaves, showy racemose flowers, and follicular fruit 
see rewa-rewa 

knightless adj, obs : unbecoming a knight : unchivalrous 

knigbt'li>hood Vnltle.hiid\ n : knightliness 

knightlike \'«,«\ adj £ME knighttik, fr. knight -f- -Uk -like] 

: KNIGHTLY I 

knight* 11 -aess \*ni(lenAs\ n -es : the quality or state of being 
knightly; broadly : chivalrous courtesy or gracious kindness 
<a natural ^ characterized all his relations with others) 

knight*ling VnltlioX n -s : a knight of little worth, or impor- 
tance : petty knight 

iknight-ly \*nltlc. -li\ adj [ME, fr. knight + -/y] 1 a : of or 
relating to a knight b : befitting a knight : chivalrous 

2 : consisting or made up of knights 

^knightly \"\ adv [ME, fr. knightly^ adj.] : in a manner be- 
coming a knight 

knight marshal n. pi knigbts marshals 1 : a former military 
offjcer analogous to the modern quartermaster 2 : a onetiine 
officer of the British royal household who had judicial 



